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HISTORICAL

DEVELOPMENT

OF KIRKBYMOORSIDE

Kirkbymoorside is one in a line of
settlements situated at the margin of the
Tabular Hills and the Vale of Pickering.
Located within the zone of Colitic and
Shelley Corallian Limestaone, it is this
material which dominates the built form of
the town.

Little is known of Kirkbymoorside in the pre
Norman period except that it did exist as a
settlement with a church, hence the name
‘Kirkby' or ‘church town’. Through the
Norman period the manor of
Kirkbymoorside was held by the de
Stuteville family who erected a castle from
which to rule and defend the town to the
north of the church on Viver’'s Hill. All that
survives of this strenghold are ths
earthworks associated with the moat and
fishpends. (see Figure 1.0)

Amorphological analysis of Kirkbymaoorside
suggests that the criginal settlement would
have been quite closely structured around
the church and the curving track which is
now Church Lane. The intersection of this
lane with the road from Gillamoor in the
north to Kirkby Mills in the south thus formed
the nucleus of Norman Kirkbymoorside
(Area 1 on Figure 1.0). The relationship of
this settlement structure with the street plan
of Kirkbymoorside today must be seen in
the context of the influence of the Neville
family to whom the manor passed in the
fifteenth century. The Nevilles built a
hunting lodge to the north of the {fown at
the top of Castlegate; though a fairly modest
building of cruck frame construction, it
served to establish this part of the town
(Area 3 on Figure 1.0) as that occupied by
the Lords of the Manor. This move from
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Viver's Hill altered the emphasis of the
seitlement from east-west to north-south.
Markets were typically located adjacent to
the church, it seems possible that in
Kirkbymoorside the existing market place
was superimposed on the original street
pattern due to the change in emphasis of
the settlement described above.

The peripheral locations of the castle and
manor house allowed Kirkbymoorside to
expand along the main routes into and out
of the town rather than concentrating
development in the centre. The plot
boundaries in Area 2 (Figure 1.0) on West
End, Piercy End and Howe End follow a
typical burgage plot pattern suggesting that
this area has always been a predominantly
residential area without a market function.
This contrasts with the property boundaries
seen in Area 4 either side of High Market
Flace where the built evidence is of town
farms with outbuildings located on nan
linear plots and with Area 3 which is
dominated by properties of the gentry.
These different types of landhelding have
resulted in characteristically different forms
of development in each area of the town
and have thus been of major significance
in determining the character of the
Conservation Area.

The street pattern of Kirkbymoorside has
changed little since Medieval times, the
Church however, is about the only building
to survive from this period. Before 1650
most properties would have been of timber
construction, hence the poor survival rate.
During the seventeenth century cruck
framed buildings with thick stone walls on
the hearth-passage plan were typical of
Kirkbymoorside. A good numiber of these
buildings survive on West End though many
have been altered from their original form
to provide extra accommdation. A survey
of Kirkbymoorside in 1570 shows that many
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of the residents were in agricultural
occupations and would have owned at least
one or two cows. At this stage the built up
area of the town would have been quite low
density and characterised by properties in
dual use for domestic and agricultural
activities. The pre-enciosure, common field
structure of the town prevented expansion
into areas held in common so that
population growth in the seventeenth had
to be accommaodated by infilling and
adaptation of the existing street pattern.
This led to the conversion of sem|
agricultural properties into purely domsetic
accommodation, many examples of this
can be found, particularly on West End. It
also promoted expansion to the rear of
street frontage buildings down the length
of the burgage plot, the subdivision of
burgage plots and the raising of buildings
to an extra storey. In Area 4 the yards and
barns of the town farms were built upon and
redeveloped with the farming function finally
moving cut of the town with the Enclosures
cf the mid eighteenth century.

Growth in the town was accompanied by
an expanding market function and
increasing formalisation of the market.
There are no shops recorded In
Kirkbymoorside much before 1700 so it
seems probable that exchange activities
were concentrated in temporary stalls on
the market place around the market cross
and the shambles. The southern part of
the market place (south of Crown Square)
was subject to infill development in the Early
Modern period. To the north the Tollbooth
was built in 1700 providing storage space
for market stalls, some permanent
accommodation for regular traders,
workshops on the first floor and a location
tor the Manorial Court and later the Petty
Sessions. Adjacent to it a permanent
butchers shambles provided further
accommodation. The original area adjacent

to the church which had been the location
of the swine, geese and possibly grain, wool
and produce markets was therefore largely
infilled to form Crown Sqguare. The cattle
and horse market was located on High
Market Place running north-south, which
unlike the east-west srireets, was wide
enough to allow penning and tethering of
animals. Further market functions were
carried out in the rear yard of the Tontine
fnn (10 Market FPlace) where trade in corn,
cattle and bacon took place, and at the
George and Dragon which housed a corn
exchangs in its outbuildings.

The only major influences on the built form
of Kirkbymoorside in the Modern period
have been associated with transport
infrastructure. In 1874 the railway arrived
to the south of the town centre (beyond the
Conservation Area) and promoted the
growth of industry in this area. The railway
also brought new building materials to the
town the most visually striking of which is
the buff brick of some of the three storey
houses near the bottom of Peircy End.
Wider availability of Welsh slates can also
be associated with the reduction in
transport costs achieved by the railway.
More recently the construction of a by-pass
crossing the bottom of Piercy End has
removed the majority of east-west traffic
from the town centre leaving the former
thoroughfares of West End and Howe End
as quite residential streets and giving yet
maore emphasis to Piercy End and the
Market Place.
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ASSESSMENT AND DEFINITION OF SPECIAL INTEREST:

AREA 1 —

Area 1

This area constitutes the original core
settlement of Kirkbymoorside embracing All
Saints Church and the Market Place.
Topographically and historically it is the
most complex part of the Conservation
Area, and is absolutely central to

The lower part of the Market Place is
delimited to the east by the elegant curve
of a terrace of three storey brick houses, of
eighteenth century origin, later converted
to shops. The brick facades of these
buildings represent a period of prosperity

its character. Looking north
Market Place leads up the hill on
a gentle curve drawing the eye in
to the centre of the town and
creating a sense of openness and
space. The curve and width of
the street affords excellent views
of the buildings to either side. The
west side of the street maintains
a relatively regular building line
but tc the east the line of the street
is broken by the triangular space
at the junction of Church Sireet
and Market Place, and by the infill
buildings around Crown Square.

Market Place
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guality. The mix of stone and
brick properties, the variation in
eaves line, the uneven building
line and use of steps and railings
all create visual interest. Beyond
the Library the street narrows and
then opens cut into a further
triangular space enclosed by
stone properties. The lower
density and domestic nature of
properties in this area, combined
with the grassed area in the
centre, mature gardens and
Churchyard to the north, make the
transition from the urban to rural
environment.

Church Strect

in Kirkbymoarside when stone structures of
relatively humbile origin were refronted, they
are characterised by vertical sliding sash
windows, four panelled doors, Welsh slate
or pantile roofs, simple eaves details and
cast iron guttering on rise and fall brackets.
Key buildings are No 8 Market Place, the
most prestigious property in the terrace
which has a fine set of cast iron railings to
the front, dressed stone detailing and bow
windows to the ground floor; also 4 and 6
Market Place which have a particularly
distinctive Edwardian shopfront. The west
side of the street forms a visual contrast with
buildings set flat onto the street rather than
on the curve, the access to the stables at
the White Horse froming a break and angle
in the frontage. This side of the Market
Place is characterised by two storey
buildings and a range of twentieith century
shopfronts.

The curving line of the east side of the
Market Place leads to views of the Church
tower and mature tree cover of Viver's Hill
beyond. It is terminated by the two and
three storey properties of Church Street set
at right-angles to the line of the Market Place
and thus creating a view of high townscape

Narrow entrances to Crown Square from the
Market Place give glimpsed views of the
Square and the Market Cross. Infill
buildings present gable ends o view and
the contrast between these and front
elevations and between open market areas
and the more intimate narrow entries and
spaces around the Shambles gives a
townscape of high visual quality. The north
side of Crown Square is stone built with
brick dominating the east and south sides,
properties around the Square are unified
by two storey height, vertical sliding sash
windows, bay or shop windows to the
ground floor and pantile roofs. The west
side of the Square is formed by the rear
elevations of the Tollbooth and Market Place
properties, small modern extensions to the
Tollbooth and a cumbersome fire escape
are negative elements in this area. Key
structures are the Market Cross, the
cobbled alley and Shamkbles beyond and
12 Crown Square, one of Kirkbymoorside's
few surviving timber framed buildings.

The upper part of the Market Place is
characterised by a variety of building styles.
The older properties are of local stone in
relatively small rubble blocks laid to courses
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with pantile roofs of moderate to
sttep pitch, two storeys high, with
Yorkshire sash or small vertical
sliding sash windows. They are
typically paralle! to the street, set
at the back of pavement and
distanced from the road by a
cobbled hard standing the quality
of which has been severely
compromised by recent repair
works. Later properties are of two
or three storeys and of brick
construction with Welsh slate
roofs of moderate pitch. They are
characterised by vertical sliding
sash windows, four panelled
doors and decorative barge
boards or eaves details, Barclays
Bank and the Post Office are of
buff brick and make a visual
contrast with more local brick and
stone on the rest of the street.
Dormers are not typical but are
seen on the later Victorian
buildings of 22 and 29 Market
Place.

KIRKBYMOORSIDE CONSERVATION AREA —

Market Flace

PAGE 7 —-



— KIRKBYMOORSIDE CONSERVATION AREA

AREA 2 —

Area 2

This area is characterised by narrow
burgage plots with buildings set parallel to
the streetsin continuous terraces with little
access to the rear. The width of Piercy End
reflects the potential for this streetto provide
overspill accommodation for the market.
Properties to either side are set back from
the road beyond cobbled hard standings
and the pavement resulting in an

older and have steep pantile roofs, stone
water tablings and kneelers. The poor
quality of the local stone has resulted in a
small block size and rubble finnish with
blocks laid to courses. Cne or two more
prestigious properties built from squared
and dressed stonework are seen on Piercy
End but they are not typical.

uncluttered and spacious
townscape made more attractive
by the gentle gradient and slight
curve in the street. The boundary
of the Conservation Area has
been drawn to include the full
length of the burgage plot and
thus protect the historic plan form
of the town aswell as the built
fabric.

There is a good mix of brick and
stone on Piercy End, those
buildings in stone are typically
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cobbled areas of the Market
Place , this and the closure of
views by buildings gives Area2 a
very urban character. The
buildings on West End are
predominantly of two storeys,
three being the exception, the
majority are built of stone, usually
coursed rubble though towards

the top of the street some more
prestigious properties are found
in squared and dressed
blockwork. Older properties are
distinguished by a low eaves line
and steeply pitched pantile roofs,
windows tend to be Yorkshire

Brick buildings are of a later date and are
typical of infill sites, many have bay windows
to the ground floor, with vertical sliding
sashes above. Roof pitches are moderate
and either in Welsh slate or pantiles. Steps
up to the front door are a particular feature
of Piercy End though the wrought and cast
iron railings which originally accompanied
them have in many cases been lost.
Towards the top end of the street there are
some good quality Edwardian shopfronts,
the protuding facsia of the Midland
Bankhowever, has a negative impact on the
streetscape. A neutral area has been
identified infront of the Methodist Church
which is set back from the street front. The
former Gas Works with its distinctive and
unusual cast iron shopfront is landmark
building in this area. Looking north, Piercy
End affords an excellent view of the curved
terrace forming the east side of the Market.

West End, the other main street in Area 2
winds down the hill to the edge of town
through a series of sinuous bends which
create attractive views closed by the
continuous building line of the of the
terraced houses either side. This street is
narrower than those in Area 1 and lacks the

West End

sashes with timber lintels and cills,
while doors are simple batten or
panelled types. Many of these properties
are hearth-passage plan forms, these are
particularly characteristic of the lower end
of the street.

Later properties may be doubie fronted or
of three storeys, built in stone or red brick
with roofs of medium pitch in Welsh slates

West End
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or pantiles, with vertical sliding sash
windows, bay windows to the ground floor
and panelled doors with steps down to the
pavement. Eaves lines vary in height but
are generally simple with guttering
supported on rise and fall brackets. There
are isolated examples of decorative barge
boards and eaves on turn of the century
housing on this street. There is a good
survival rate of chimney stacks and pots
which add to the interest of a varied roofline
and introduce a vertical influence to the
streetscape. Decorative doorcases and
copybook two panelled doors are a feature
of Kirkbymoorside on properties of the mid
nineteenth century, there are some notable
examples on West End which contribute to
the urban character of the settlement.
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Landmark buildings on West End tend to
be of three storeys and draw the eye simply
because of their size and bulk. =xamples
are the former Methodist Chapel with its
heavy cornice, pediment and singular use
of two tone brickwork, and Nos 51-55 which
is a three storey group of infill properties in
hard red brick which is again atypical of
the streetscape. Variety and texture is
important on West End and is & result of
the aggregative growth and adaptation of
buildings on the street over a long period
of time.
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Area 3

This area represents the northern exiremity
of the town making the transition from built
up toruralarea. Development is continuous
on the eastern side of the street but unlike
the burgage plots elsewhere in
Kirkbymoorside, is confined to a norrow
margin and does not axtend tothe rear. The
west side of the street is for the most part
taken up with the high stone wall of High
Hall. behind which the plot structure also
differs radically from that elsewhere in the
town, High Hall and Low Hall standing
isolated in their own grounds.

Castlegate rises quite steeply 10 the north
with tree cover at the top end rising above
the brick boundary wall to Norfolk House
and closing the view. The narrow entrance
to this strest gives a sense of detachment
from the rest of the town while the steep
pitched paniile roofs, stone kneglers, brick
chimneys and continuous building line of
rwo storey properties creates a sense of

enciosurs. The sastern side of the streetis
characterised by a mix of stone and brick
buildings, small stone cottages nearer the
Market Place give way to a later brick
terrace with bay windows to the ground floor
and vertical sashes above. Towards the
top end of Castlegate, stone buildings in
coursed rubble with Yorkshire sashes are

more typical.

The field to the east of Castlegate has been
inciuded in the Conservation Area 1o
preserve the setting of this street which can
be viewed from a footpath crossing the field
which reveals the characteristic jJumble of
steep pitched pantile roofs, catslides and
lean-to structures, chimneys and privies.
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